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STEPHANIE TORNS TO LEAD WAITRESS
AT THE CAPE PLAYHOUSE
August 7 – August 24, 2024

DENNIS, MA – The heartwarming musical Waitress will star Stephanie Torns, last seen as the lead character Jenna on the U.S. National tour at the Booth Playhouse in Charlotte, NC and the Hannah Theatre in Cleveland, OH. Stephanie was part of the original Broadway company when the show was created in 2015 at A.R.T. in Cambridge, MA. Torns opened the show as an ensemble member and understudy for both Jenna and Dawn. Since then, she has played long stretches as the title pie expert and Waitress’s most reliable anchor. She can also be seen in the Waitress the Musical movie that played in AMC theaters in the U.S. in December 2023 and overseas in 2024. 
     With four Tony® nominations including Best Musical and Best Original Score (2016), Waitress features the music and lyrics by Grammy Award® winner and popstar turned-Broadway composer Sara Bareilles (“Love Song,” “Brave”). Based on the beloved film by Adrienne Shelly and with a book by acclaimed screenwriter Jessie Nelson (I Am Sam), Waitress tells the uplifting story of Jenna, a waitress and expert pie maker who dreams of a way out of a small town and a loveless marriage. When a baking contest in a nearby county offers her a chance at escape, Jenna takes a long-abandoned dream off the shelf and summons the secret ingredient she’s been missing all along – courage – and discovers a new recipe for happiness.
     Cape Playhouse Artistic Director Eric Rosen is set to direct Waitress which he describes as an inspiring story of empowerment. “Waitress is one of the best contemporary musicals - with a soaring score by the great Bareilles and a story that celebrates the power of creativity to change our lives. As funny and rocking as it is moving and poignant, Waitress achieves what I hope for in theatre - that you leave the Playhouse celebrating the joy of being alive.” What excites Rosen the most about this production is the A-list cast of Broadway stars who can’t wait to bring these dynamic characters to life. “Their biographies are jaw-dropping and when you experience their singular talents in this production, you’ll understand why the Playhouse slogan ‘Where Broadway Goes to Summer’ has never been truer than it is with this cast.”
     Stephanie Torns’ other Broadway credits include Wicked the Musical, where Stephanie was the Elphaba standby and the regional productions of Les Miserables as Eponine and 9 to 5 as Judy Bernly. Torns’ co-workers are played by Soara-Joye Ross as Becky (Hadestown, Crashing), Caitlin Houlahan (Waitress on Broadway, Girl From North Country) as Dawn from 8/7-8/13 and Cassie Donegan (regional productions of Grease, 9 to 5 and Legally Blonde) as Dawn from 8/14-8/24. The cast also features John Riddle (Frozen, Titanique) who plays her love interest Dr. Pomatter, Robert Ariza as Earl, John Shuman as Joe, Erik Lochtefeld as Cal, and Nick Cearley as Ogie. The ensemble includes Drew Becker, Olivia London, Jack Rasmussen, Autumn Eliza Sheffy, and Renee Shohet.
     Several actors of the Waitress cast have a surprising number of local connections with Cape Cod. Some have grown up on the Cape or have relatives who own homes here or they currently live and work on the Cape. New York actor John Shuman who lives in Wellfleet and has performed in three previous Playhouse shows (The Best Man, Hairspray, 1776) has a strong family connection to the Playhouse. His parents bought a house across the street from the Playhouse grounds that was built in 1692 and occupied by Playhouse founder Raymond Moore in 1927. Nick Cearley who has performed in Provincetown with his band The Skivvies for the last ten years owns an art gallery with his artist husband E. Lesh on Whalers Wharf in Provincetown. Plus cast members Caitlin Houlahan, Cassie Donegan, Renee Shohet, and Erik Lochtefeld all have family that live on the Cape.
     In addition to direction by Eric Rosen, Waitress will have choreography by Paul McGill, music direction by Ryan Shirar, scenic design by Jack Magaw, lighting design by Kat C. Zhou, Costume Design by Devario D. Simmons, Sound Design by Andre Pluess, and Casting by Stephanie Klapper Casting. Following Waitress (August 7-August 24), the Cape Playhouse presents The 39 Steps (August 28-September 7).
# # #

ABOUT THE CAPE PLAYHOUSE 
The Cape Playhouse at The Cape Center for the Arts was founded in 1927 by Raymond Moore. His vision was to create a smart, sophisticated summer theatre with some of the world’s most noted stage and screen professionals. The realization of Moore’s dream has since been recognized by The New York Times, acknowledging the Playhouse as the “Place Where Broadway Goes to Summer.” Almost a century later, the theatre continues to feature world-class talent in shows produced specifically for The Cape Playhouse and is one of Cape Cod’s premier cultural assets. In addition to professional live-theatre experiences, the not-for-profit Playhouse is committed to youth programs and education, serving the local community. The historic theatre is situated on an expansive 22-acre campus along with the Cape Cod Museum of Art and the Cape Cinema.     
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